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Dear Dr. Lederbergs

When we isolated the oultures which we sent to you, they had the
characteristics described in the enclosed paper. That means that the
white one was lactose slow, xylose strongly positive and HZS production
strongly positive, The variation from lactose positive to lactose slow
occurred very infrequently and one has to devote quite a time and number
of subcultures before one obtains such a split variant. On the other
hand, the variation from lactose slow to lactose positive occurs regu-
larlye.

We have now retested the cultures which we sent to you some weeks
ago and our results are in conformaty with yours. That means that the
xylose reaction of the white variant is now missing in bulk cultures;
it may be obtained by testing many single colonigs from this strain,
The HyS formation has been retained while the red does not show it,

I shall be grateful to learn whatever comes out of your studies
with this couple of strains,.

Sincerely yours,

ES/b ERICH §
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